
 

 1

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

PPAAllSS  NNeewwss  22000088  
Patrons   And   lauradanae  Supporters                                                                                  Ameropiltonia lauradanae 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Newsletter  of the Section of Inver tebrate Paleontology 

Carnegie Museum of Natural History, 4400 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION OF INVERTEBRATE 
PALEONTOLOGY 

Adjunct Associate Curator: 
David K. Brezinski 
Collections Manager: 
Albert D. Kollar  
 
Research Associates: 
Dr. Rodney M. Feldmann – Kent St. University 
Dr. John Harper – PA Geological Survey 
Dr. Thomas W. Kammer – WV University 
Dr. Henry Prellwitz – Allegheny GeoQuest 
Dr. Harold B. Rollins – University of Pittsburgh 
Dr. Carrie Schweitzer – Kent State University 
 
Part Time Collections Assistants: 
Cathy Sawchak 
Tara Pallas-Sheetz 
 
Volunteers: 
Earl Edwards 
Rich Fedosick 
Dr. Edward Girard 
Barbara Galvanek 
Sherri Michael 
Dr. Norman Samways 
Margaret Samways 
Joseph Sawchak 
Victoria Sowinski 
 
On the web: 
CarnegieMNH.org/ip 
Phone: 
412.622.5513 

 
The Section in 2008 

The Section of Invertebrate 
Paleontology continued its focus on regional 
education in the fields of geology and 
paleontology in 2008.  Section personnel 
continued to study a variety of geology and 
paleontology topics and presented 
information on several eclectic geological 
subjects.  Section staff conducted more than 
30 geology educational programs 
reaching over 700 participants during the 
year.  Seminars and lectures included: 
Geology of the French and Indian War in 
western Pennsylvania, Late Devonian 
climate change and extinctions in the 
Appalachian Basin, Geologic history of the 
Appalachian Basin; and cool geology in 
Pittsburgh.  

In 2008 the Section of Invertebrate 
Paleontology led numerous field excursions 
to examine with the geology and 
paleontology of the Tri-State region. Four 
regional environmental field trips were 
conducted in the spring and fall.  One 
trip was run in Frick Park for the Nine 
Mile Run Watershed Association and 
had 73 participants.  Trips for the 

Venture Outdoors were made in North 
Park and Riverview Park.  Albert Kollar 
also led the annual field trip of the 
Pittsburgh Geological Society (PGS) on 
May 3rd.  The trip followed the Forbes Road 
and was scheduled to coincide with the 
celebration of the founding of Pittsburgh 
250 years ago.  The trip was titled: Geology 
along the Forbes Road during the French 
and Indian War in western Pennsylvania, 
Fort Bedford to Fort Duquesne.  In late June 
Dave Brezinski led a field trip for more than 
100 members of the Association of 
American State Geologists to Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia.  This was part of that 
organization’s 100th anniversary celebration. 

 

 
 

November’s Frick Park field trip for the 
Ninemile Run Watershed Association 
attracted 73 participants.  
 

Twenty one researchers visited the 
section to study the collections during the 
year.  Most notable of these were Professor 
Han Stoutjesdijk of The Netherlands, who 
examined snails from the Pinecrest Beds, 
Florida, and Dr. Hans Luginsland of the 
University of Tubingen, Germany, who 
visited the section to make a replica of the 
giant sea scorpion trackway from Elk 
County, Pennsylvania.  This replica will go 
on an international exhibit tour.  The 
specimen also was replicated late in the year 
by Dr. Adolf Seilacher of Yale University, 
Department of Geology. 

 Section research in 2008 continued 
to focus on recognition of the effects of 
ancient climate change on the Earth’s biota.  
Summer field collecting concentrated on a 
345 million-year-old fossil reef in the 
Bridger Range of central Montana. The 
work was partially funded by the Museum’s  
O’Neil field fund.  The Section continued to 
collaborate with staff members from the 
Section of Vertebrate Paleontology in the 
study of local evidence for an episode of 
global warming during the late  
Pennsylvanian Period.  This climatic change 
appears  to  coincide with the appearance, in 

 
 
The Section’s giant eurypterid trackway 
received much attention in 2008.  This 
trail was created by a giant sea scorpion 
(of about the size shown).  This animal 
swam in the ancient seas that covered 
Pennsylvania about 350 million years 
ago. 
 
the Appalachian region, of one of the 
earliest highly terrestrial amphibians.  We 
are hypothesizing that this climatic event 
may have played some role in the evolution 
of these early land-dwelling animals.   
 As a continuation of the 2007 research, 
the Section staff visited and studied the 
geology of several of the collection sites of 
specimens on display in the new dinosaur 
hall.  Sites visited in 2008 were Dinosaur 
National Monument, Utah, Dinosaur 
Provincial Park, Alberta, and Hell Creek 
Montana.  Findings of these studies will be 
presented at the PAlS winter lunch and 
lecture in February. “Be there!”   
 

 
 
In July Section staff sampled a newly 
identified fossil reef within Lower 
Mississippian strata of the Bridger Range 
in Montana 
 
 Staff research resulted in the 
publication of several research papers.  The 
May issue of the Journal of Paleontology 
contained a paper on the trilobite genera 
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Paladin and Kaskia by David Brezinski.  In 
October an important paper discussing 360 
million-year-old glacial deposits from 
eastern and central Pennsylvania was 
published by a team of scientists led by 
David Brezinski.  This paper was published 
in the international journal Palaeo-
geography Palaeoclimatology Palaeo-
ecology.  In the October issue of the Annals 
of Carnegie Museum, Section staff 
published their findings on the geology of 
the Diplodocus carnegii dinosaur quarry, 
and on a new species of the brachiopod 
genus Phrycodothyris.  David Brezinski was 
also coauthor on a newly released U.S. 
Geological Survey Professional Paper on the 
Geology of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
National Historical Park. 
 

 
 

Invertebrate Fossil Collections 
 

There was great progress during the 
course of the year in the curation of various 
taxonomic groups.  Groups that received 
attention were brachiopods (Samways), 
snails (Fedosick), cephalopods (Edwards), 
and trilobites (Sawchak).  Stratigraphic 
collections were also attended to with 
greatest attention given to Pennsylvanian 
specimens from Oklahoma and Texas 
(Sowinski), and Ordovician specimens from 
Ohio, New York, and Ontario (Gerard).  

The Section also continued to 
computerize the data from the systematic 
collections in 2008.   

 
 

Osher Institute Class at the 
University of Pittsburgh 
 
 Albert Kollar taught a five-week 
geology class conducted through the 
University of Pittsburgh Osher Institute. 
Lecture topics included: understanding 
geologic time; preservation of fossils and 
rocks; geology of western Pennsylvania; and 
Ice Age Pittsburgh. The class was 
supplemented by a geology field trip to 
Frick Park. 
 

 
PAlS 2008 
 

The PAlS continues to grow in 
membership and evolve in its educational 
approach and emphasis.  We now have 
approximately 80 members.  The winter 
lunch and lecture was held on Saturday 
March 8th.  This year’s lecture, entitled 
Geology of the French and Indian War 
Campaigns in western Pennsylvania, prov- 

 

 
 

PAlS 2008 March lunch and lecture 
about the Geology of the French and 
Indian War Campaigns in western 
Pennsylvania. 

vided an overview of how geological factors 
such as physiography and the Ice Age led to 
the ignition and early campaigns of the 
French and Indian War, and to the founding 
of Pittsburgh.  Copies of the exhibits 
Geology Scavenger Guide, PAlS publication 
7, were distributed during the get together. 

The Junior Paleontologist for a Day 
was held on Saturday, May 17th.  The JPFD 
event continues to be well-attended.  This 
year participants once again had the 
opportunity to prepare, sort, and identify 
fossils and prepare their own fossil kits.  A 
quick review of the answers to the 
Scavenger Hunt were provided to attendees, 
with a walk through appropriate museum 
exhibits. 
 

 
 
As per in years past PAlS Junior 
Paleontologist for a Day concentrated on 
identification of basic fossil types.  This 
year some time was spent reviewing 
answers of the PAlS Scavenger guide.  
Here attendees view the marble-work in 
Carnegie Music Hall. 
 

The 2008 PAlS fall field trip was held 
on Saturday, October 11th.  The trip started 
with fossil collecting near Youngwood, and 
then proceeded to the Laurel Highlands to 
examine the geology of some French and 
Indian War sites. More than 30 PAlS 
members were in attendance. 
 

 
PAlS 2008 field trip to the Laurel 
Highlands to examine the geology of 
some important French and Indian War 
sites.  Here PAlS members visit with 
some leftover Redcoats at Fort Necessity. 
 

 
 

PAlS 2009 Event Schedule- Mark 
Your Calendars NOW! 

In 2008 the PAlS lecture, fieldtrip, and 
Junior Paleontologist for a Day events were 
geared toward the 250th anniversary of the 
founding of Pittsburgh.  Events were well-
attended, and we look for even greater 
interest in 2009. 

Please mark your calendars now for the 
winter  lunch and lecture on Saturday 
February 28th. This year’s lecture will be 
entitled: Geology of Carnegie’s Dinosaurs.  

The lecture will discuss how geologic 
factors controlled the ecology and death, 
and preservation of some of the important 
dinosaur specimens on display in the 
Dinosaurs in their Time exhibit hall.  Our 
light lunch and social hour will begin in the 
Invertebrate Paleontology Lab at noon with 
the lecture at approximately 1 pm.  
 

 
 
The “ day that Dippy died.”   A small part 
of the 2009 PAlS lunch and lecture. 

 
 The Junior  Paleontologist for  a Day 
event will once again allow aspiring 
paleontologists of all ages to prepare fossils 
and organize their own fossil kits.  We are 
planning to hold this event on Saturday 
May 16th.  As in 2008, this event will be 
held within the Section of Invertebrate 
Paleontology Lab and will begin at 10 am.  
 Timing and location of the fall field trip 
will be discussed at the lecture. Its location 
will be announced during the early summer.  
We plan to once again visit and examine 
important geologic exposures and a fossil 
locality in Western Pennsylvania and 
perhaps provide a basic workshop on 
geologic field techniques. 
 In 2009 we intend to continue our 
preparation of field guides of the region so 
that members can go on self-guided 
geological tours at their own leisure.  We 
are currently working on a guide to the 
Montour Rail Trail. 
 

 
 
PAlS 2009 Registration 
 
 Prices of membership will remain 
unchanged at $50/individual, $75/family for 
all current PAlS members for 2009.  All 
membership dues are used to support 
operations of the Section of Invertebrate 
Paleontology and PAlS events.  Please 
remember to forward your 2009 registration 
checks, made out to Carnegie Institute.  
Send your checks to: Albert Kollar at: 
Section of Invertebrate Paleontology, 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, 4400 
Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15213. 
 

 
 

 The Section of Invertebrate 
Paleontology and PAlS are looking forward 
to an educational and informative 2009.  We 
hope all our pals have a safe holiday 
season. 
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